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2 x Danny Beaton’s means were
“¥s grand as his aims, he’d be
gunning the world.
‘s, As it is, he's only trying to
-change it.
% Actvist, photographer and
dudding musician, on is
founder of the Artists’/
-Environment Forum, an
~prganization dedicated to raising
Bwareness of the mess planet

£arthisin.
“s A Mohawk from the Six
"Nations Iroquois Confederacy, he

150 believes the way to save the
&lgl is to return to traditional

: ng’gal values.

> To that end, he arranges for

‘§ndian elders to speak at Toronto

gchools, organizes concerts

“gnd conferences — and generally

“Keeps busy making

YR

A ton’s latest venture is an

_gxhibition of photographs he

‘Yook during his travels and at the

ous events he oxgam;ed.
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“&is show drgcryumentspthe efforts

-of his small but dedicated group

teaahoquamer t'heting b’yth the past.
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‘< The occasion for the exhibition

that the United Nations has

eclared 1993 tobe the

Jnternational Year Of In

“Peoples and the lay’s 45 or 80

<golor pictures are . kids glaymg,

Jausicians performing, elders

Fpeaking.

TOSIAR

-* They were taken in places as
fiear to us as downtown Toronto
and as far away as Ecuador.
%~ Though Beaton has a strong
“gense oi composition and keen
*&ye for portraiture, he has
Totording svongmat "
_peco a
B mmumgties’ activities on behalf
-Of the environment, . =
Z “Idon’t agree with what's
“Aappening around me,” he
exp ains adamantly.
. “I don't agree with what's
peniptﬁ to the world. I don’t
with people leaving these
roblems for future generations.”
:’:ﬁs absumv‘ or oft;]cotéollissm,
abuse, poverty and 15 years
f life on the street,
on is a walking symbo! of the
¥eed to heal both ourselves and
aature.
«, He has been clean now for five
, but came close to death
ﬁg:e finally swearing off.
-” He com the damage he
sty has whought upon h
: ani wrought upon the
‘Farth.

s was dying,” he recalls. “But I
~Jidn’t want to die.
~ “Ilove life. Your life is a sacred
When you realize that, you
. t to get involved in life.’
- -Sitting in his closet-sized office
-pff Bloor St. W., Beaton is a
icture of a man involved.
urrounded — no, -
.‘gzége contradictory that
es his existence, he seems to
be in the middle of everything.
An enormous e feather

rests on random piles of papers
and books.

3 !-ns;ollecﬁonofin i
fiutes is on one side, a
" machine on the other,
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boriginal photos
focus on curing planet

: m héere, Beaton in
touch with his networkof -
IeJo.sntactx: across Canada and the

He never has learned to be

awkward with the famous.and
and knows no b
_ than to phone and ask. t oo

He tracked down mus #nd
mega-producer Daniel Lanot§
through the latter’s mother; as a
result, Lanois was a headlineﬁ*t
the two Indigenous Restoration”,
concerts Beaton organized in 91
and "92,

1 “}Ldlgg and more lgeag
00 o native e use
they’re pt?gnderstand
that our way of Iife is a very
spiritual one,” says Beaton.
© “Native le have t
understangl;? of how gzke
care of the Earth.

“Before Euro came to
this continent, there was no
over-fishing, no over-hunting.

“Indit;ns nevir misused the

s took only what
DMI they nly what they

“The idea is to educate people
about what’s happening to the
environment by bringing an

indigenous on caring
for urtg"

The exhibition isn't about
pollution or the pressure the
planet is under, but the geo le
who are trying to make it a r
place.

——— .

cel

g their
aceo! mdhggmm
Sponsored by Rﬂe{ls Color

Lab, Toronto

Steichen Lab m
Possibilities, the show continues
until Feb. 28. -




