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Mohawk Activist
Leads Walk for Water

LS

n (Maohawk Six
Turile Clan) was inspired
o prgamize a walk from a proposed
dump site near Georgian Bay o
Toronto because of the
Mohawk people
throughout Canad:

Natons,

ermined

that the

eoviranmentally o
sprawl. In his own community of
Cirand River, Mohawlks such as Chief
Adan MacNaughton, playved a major
role in the massive occupations tha
5 Creek
ates development m Claledonia. In

defeated the proposed Dioug

Dieseronio, Mohawks such as Shawn
1w stopped agu
up the earth, Akwes
reseued the St Lawrence Biver from

ry from ripping
ne Maohawks

receni schemes o expand and deepen
the Seaway, which would have owvobved
blasting away some of the Thousand
Lslands, €ka Mo
reseuedd a Cirear White
a proposed combined goll’ course and
rlential subslivision.

whs dramatically

forest from

World’s Purest Water

Beaton seeks to progect the world's
Tumps
proposed at Sie 1 in Ty Township,
Ontario, Samples of water taken from

purest water from a garl

there have been found 1o huwve levels
of lead,
the best comparable levels Tound

w instance, helow that of

even in Arctic ice cores from isolated

as Devon Island, where
of
the mduserial revolution. The puriy

pure water froee before the on

of s waters, documented by the
internat
D W
groundwater f
the proposed dump s
perfection for scienti

onally respected scientist,
liam Shoivk, has made the

wing dircetly under

a haseline of

I water
purity from around the word, The
proposed dump site is located near
First Nations Drum
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1y Township on some

acres of predomimately Class One
amnd Two agriculieral lamd. The site
now provicles base fow for the waters
of a trout stream (MacDonald Creek
. Ta
225 millio

and s locaded within its Boodpl:

construct the dump, som

litres of the world’s pureste water
wold have to be pumped out of the
ground to prevent the garbage pit
from being Aooded with groundwater
infiltration,

In the May/June 2008 issue @

ter Treatment my

il purity of water in the
e Clay Plain, He noted t

FElmws

sted that

“some experts miially sug;

perhaps the groundwaier is ancient,
They were wrong, however, sinee the

pure water “is in fact roinwater fmm

the 19 that has slowly pervolated

through the glacial debris that makes
i the source
Filt

whose chemically

up the local hills and acts

for these groundware 10
through the soils

reaciive surface is provided by organic

muatler humuos ), iron oxades, and ¢
mimerals ahound—purifies the w
cable exient. The m

"
T

harrier
concepi of groundwater protection, it
wonld seem, was developed by Mother

Nature through rock weathering and

soil formation kg

Struggle is Against Miller
Waste Systems

stowater is

Unless the world's pu
pumped out first, the Sive 11 waste pit
would become a lake. This o

SUTLes

the simi 5 hetween the strug
o stap a dump here and the Adam

Mine scheme to dump Toronio's

e

garhage into a Aooded min
plan which was eventually del

The Adams Mine pit is laced with

pit (A

el

rocks that have been fractured by

wiel has a lake with

5 ol blasu

¥r

heautaful clear waters. " To peemanenily
stop a dump from being constructed

there, the Untario legislatore passed

the Adams Mine Act (in 20008 ) thai
makes it illegal to have garhage dunips
constructed in lakes, The simlarivy

between the two dump proposals
is the basis for Simooe North MPP
Giarfield Dunlop’s privaie members
hill ter kill the dump scheme ar Sie
=age through the
Cniar il e an easy
way for the provincial government
wcled by Dalton MeGuainy ) th
passed the Adams Mine Loke At

vlegislature wi

to stop the construction of Dump
Site 41, which may begin in mere
maonths.

One of the major players hehind
the Adams Mine dump proposal was
Miller Waste Systems
bl a e

It is secking o

cling plant adjacent o
the dump site, Miller Waste was pant
ol a consortum of nierests behined
e, wlhi

the Adams Mine s
included Notre Development, whose
investors mcluded Pever Minogue, the
hushand of local campaign manager
of Cwtario Premicr Mike Harris of
Ipperwash infamy, Hiarr
for Dump Site 41 was linked o plans
to privatize the Onario Northland

scheme

h—af given the lucrative

Railwa, wl

rhage—would be

a profitak
The Harris government also gutted
al /
accommaodating the Adams Mine
tlump scheme,
While Harns’
environmenial

o priee for private investors,

ssessment

the Environme

SOVETTIITCT F tedl

ws to help their
frends in companies hehind Adams
rts of the waorld were
developing waste laws thar made
h
This was done in both Nova Scotia

Mine, other

rving garbage helow ground illegal.

andd the European Llnic

Dump Site 41

Dump Sie 41
the Alliston Aquife
channel of the ancient 51, Lawrence

on wop of hoth
and the hed rock

River, which still Hows below ground
from Cieorgian Bay to Lake Oneario.
The Allston Aguifer s a more recent
creation of the inter-glacial period,
ils of Sy
ancestor of Lake

ronrk

created by the

ant
al Dowrished i an inter-
TR ey 15000 years
1 {Channe] helow i

mich more ancient. [t was the route

of the 5t Lawrenee Bver, siretching
from what is mew Chic

crs hogan w gouge
5 somme 250100

ity helore g

out the Gireat La
YOS agih.

The bedock channel i a
weh of aquifers (sources of pure
groundwater) such as the Alliston,

Haole, Koame { Jutwash, Mount Albert,
Olak Ridge
complexes,”
widely appree
rainbarrel, siraddles

il Schomberg aguifer
he Oak Ridges
el s OIntaro’s vital

valley of the buried 5t Lawrence,

which is known by geologists

the Georgian Bay Lincar Zone.

= %
Hord, and Holland Landing—all
s that the Walk For Waner Ied by
Beaton went thirough. They also give
critical ase Qow o the Avers, keeping
them Howing durin

Jewm

dry summer
periods. Many of these rivers, such
as the Hollan
across the Walk ford

and Daon, which flovw

LT ORI WielT

ceremonially honourcd by Beaton

alomg the way: The term Yonge Strect

Adquifer is ofien wsed 1w describe the
Albston Aquifer Complex, since the
rowte (ofien called Highway 11 15 50
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Danny Beaton

prominent in Cntaro, The highway
above both the Adliston Aguifer and

the 5S¢ Lawrence Channel was the
route foe two-thirds of the length of
Beaton’s Walk for Water:

Leader of the 23-year strugele
agminst Dump Site 1L 5
Ogden has a prized map of the
Adliston Aguiler from 1977, 1 has
subsequently been banned by the

oy

Ontario government. aware of ils
explosive poteniial o excite demands
for tough restrictions on land wse,

el wellhead protection
wones that saleguard impor
ol ground water Ohne ol the leading

L SO

experts on the Laorenuan Chanmel,
Professor Nick Eyvles, has wirnedd
absut the potential for contamination
of ground water rom abosive land wse
ices above ic Inoa paper ued

e Ervironmental Consequences
ol Bedrock [ointing in Southern
Omtario.”™ es together with fellow
ist AL Seheidegger warn tha
“[t}he infills of bedrock channels

arolo

form major groundwaier aguilers,
mfluence regional groundwater Qows
and contaminant migratdon (o Lake
Omtarie, and may localize the release

af thermogenie methane and r
within heavily urbanized sur
environments,” These words are quite
foreharding on a hike route the
Simeoe County
the “Wild West" of wrban sprawl in
Omtario,

has been dul

The Walk for Water

Seventy-five people, including

the Township of Tiny’s Municipal
Coundil, MPP Garfield Dunlop, and
cight children, gather at Sweve Ovgren’s

farm. At the farm, Beaton begins the
wilk to Crucen Park by delivering the
Lomghouse | hanksgiving Adidress,
by laying
particular emphasis on the rvers

Here, Braton T

Trehrw ws that carry Mother's Eartl's
Telommd.

As we walk wwands the dump site, a
Hock of around one haondred Canada

i Wedormanion, They

Greese are Hying
are heading from above the dump
sive, mlome the course of & aeDomald
Creek Valley that connects o the Wye
Foaver: 1tz the site of the Wye Marsh,
an important waterfowl sanciary
This passage along a stream valley
threatened by the dump i hauntingly
o the journey on which we

sigii
are embarking

At ithe dump sie, Beaton reverently
kisses the grownd (o express reverence
for the earth and its waters Tencath,
We witness o bulldozer transform the
quiet hack-country lane inws o super
highway for the future sprawling
industrial empire of Miller Waste,

Adier leaving the dump sice heading
towvards Elmvale, we cross an o i

dairy farm. Here we dramatically
witnes what we are walking for. The
world’s purest water gushes forth
without the aid of a pump, by natural
pressure, Here we all gather o drink

the water and place it on our fces
-ssing An official government

tes that water here is tesied
every three months to ensare its safery
Oyden’s more colourful sign, which
has been Irequently vandalized at
night by the sinster secretive dump
supporicrs, warns, “The Workd's
Purest Water—Dump Sive 41 Will
Take Care of That.”

Cont on page 19

Syncrude
Aboriginal Trades
Preparation

WE’VE GOT YOUR TICKET!

Classroom study, site visits and wark placement will prepars
you 1o pursue trades appranticeship training or ather programs,
including heavy equipment or process operator training. Job
opporunities, upon program completion, exist through Syncrude
and Nartheastern Alberta Abarginal Business Assaciatian.

Trade Up Your Career

Is this you?

* 18 years old+

= First Nations or M&tis status

= Minlmum grade nina education
*  Phyzically fit

This exciting opporiunity is available through Keyvano College for
local Fort McMurray, Fort Chipewyan, Fort McKay, Janvier and
Conklin aboriginal residents.

Financial assistance avallable to gualified applicants.

Are you ready to apply?

PLEASE CONTACT:

Cam MclLeod

Program Coordinator

Syncrude Abariginal Trades Preparation Program
Phone: T80-792-5080

Email: cameron.meleod@keyano.ca

"This program operalas with the suppart of Kevane Colage,
Syncrude Canada Lid,, Alberta Employmant and Immigration and
Alberta Apprenticeship and Industry Training.

keyano.ca
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Water Walk
Cont from page 17

Wre have a demanding 20-mmle
walk hetween Elmvale and Midhorst,
causing Beaton to order the support
van o pick me up for the last mile,
Adl the w
Forosts. These were planted hetween
920 1 19590 0 reverse the ruthless
delorestaion that had turmed much
of Simeoe County into a wasteland of
hlowing sand, like the Sahara Desert.
I helieve that future generanons will

we pass through Clouny

view our digging out aguilers to bury
garhage as insane as 1%h century
farmers clearing trees with massive
forest fires,

At the county beadguariers, we
arrive just in time i
bottles of the world's puresi water
o Simene County councillors, This
grsture = done i onder 1o pe |x|.|..|1||

to eleliver

a few pro-dump councillors to reverse
therwr suppore. Clnly a few need o
change their

inds, since Simeoe

Croamty voded o approve the dump by

a narrow 16-13 vote two years ago.
O the second day; werential raing
turn the band of walkers into a more
We arrive soaked and
exhausied at the Simeooe Hotel, where
we are soon revived by n nourishing
howl of pea soup. We get a burst off
hope when Steve Ogden’s cell phone
rings for an interview with a reporier
from Canadian Press.

select nine,

This achieves

one of our goals—io foous more
attention o the issue beyond Simeoe
County, At the same time, people in
the hotel Bisten in and thank us for
taking
am;

up the walk, tvpacal of the

support along the way, This
mcludes honks, cheers, and delverics
of free socks

The third day has ram turm into
a ferce blizeard.

Braton leads us
safely through the whitling blinding
snows with his sacred stall with s
We
are down to a few walkers, one of
whom, Hugh Anson-Cartwnghe, is a
fit 78- vear-old veteran who has been
hattling the dump scheme for nine

frathers blowing in the wined.

vears, O spirits are lified up in these
circumstances hy the first appearance

led huwwk and
by the sudden appearance of Aliga
Rowanska joining us by geiting off the
Yonge Street hus,

The snow stops on the fowrth day,
and the skies become clear and sunny
We walk 1o Bradlord where, at the
end of the day, Beaton honours the
Holland River where we are greeied
by the sight of a Bock of
ducks. Thas s the g
Hows from the variows @
i the Clak Ridges Mo
Lawrentinn Channel we are walking

on the walk of a Red-

amvas Back

abone,

We walk w Awrora, a city where the
ancient buned hedrock Laurenian
Channel splits in two—one flowing
unier the Humber River, the ather
the Don, Here Danny Beaton, Steve
Ogden, and 1 give an address o
the environmiental studies club ai

Cardinal Carter High School, The
sk is made casier by the presence
next o the school of & water fower
full Trom the waters replenished Ty
the aguifers and buried St Lawrence
River that wee lune been walking over
in such deep thought for the past four
da

We
comprelling picture of the war zone
of environmental siruggles to sae

continue  walking o a

the Oak Ridges Moraine from urban
sprawl. We see one of the victories
of that struggle, Bond Lake,
beanful ketde lake,
of white pine trees, Twas coeated whien
a giant block of ice from retreating
glciers got trapped in the gravel of
the Chak Ridges Moraine. Although
this land 15 destined o evenisally
a protected park, throogh
a land exchange subject to vears of
conrt hattles, 1t siill looks like
#nne heg the hoimes purchased by
speculators hoping to cash i are sull
there, boarded up and abandoned.
and no park facilitics are evident,

When we enter Toronto, although
stll getting supportive honks from
drvers, our only official greeting is
the olficious reception given by the
securty suard of a big hox store. He
h Ut
v his taumts; the
driver bricfly gives us snacks before
Ieaving the virtually empty parking
lot,

O the last day of our Walk for
Water, we arrive al Clueen’s Park,
The walk exceeds our expecttions.
COhr numbrers ane supplemented by
00 people from Tiny

Iiis a
lisseel with a Forest

hecome

i W

sses the daver of owr

cle, who hraves

Township
whao drove o Toromo or came in the
There are many reporters
and television cameras, The poliical
speakers are helpful. By his presence,
MPP Garfield Dunlop puts pressure
om Preooier Dialion MeCuinty to pass
his private members ball. Andrea
Horwath, MPIP* Hamilion Centre,
reminds us thai the simple separation
of waste from organics will extend the
life span of Simooe County's current
dumps for another forty vears, And
on hand to speak ot for the water
15 Stuart
Cangelians

Crur spiritual walk has buile up
suppaort for a needed wrning point
n history,

Since the Walk for Water o stop
Dump Siie 41 passeed with the
support of our National Chicl Plal
Fonwaine, a Facchook campaign wall

v hus

Trew of the Council of

inch at the Clueen’s Park \Iu
Studio in Toronto on Thursday,
January 29, 2009 ac 11:00 AM.

All natve and non-native siudenis,
teachers, and anyvone willing o help
stop Dump Site
springs in Tiny Township and the
arquifers of Grorgian Bay, please
sign the Facebook pettion or send
on nmny
ca, stephenogdeni@symp
or strewii canadians org for more
mformation.

Hon our surface

aill 1o heatond: qahoo.

e

Danny Beaton, Stephen Ogden. Headwaters of McDonald
Creek to Wye Riverto Georgian Bay area of Surface Springs.
Photo by Alicja Rozanska

Underhill Geomatics Ltd.

PROFESSIONAL GEOMATICS ENGINEERS

» Legal, Engineering & Mineral Cialm Surveys
= Sateliite Positioning (GPS) « Geographic Informafion Sysfems
= Aerial Phodography & Mapping

BURNABY. BC KAMLOOPS, BC WHITEHOREE, ¥T

Uit 21004 - 3430 Brighton #204, 153 Seymour Stieet 40B1 - 4ih Avenue
V5A 34 WaC 2CT Y14 1H4

Tel: (504} 712-3384 Tol- (250) 372-BR15 Tl (BGT) GEE-2048

Fax; {604) 732-4709 Fa: (2501 372-3518 Fan: {B67) G68-4456

Creative Salmon Company Ltd.
Tofino, BC, Canada

Premium Quality Chinook Salmon

Naturally Raised
www,creativesalmon.com

Phone: 250.725.2884 Fax: 250.725.2885
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