Jimelda Johnston Speaks Out for Mother Earth

Stories and photographs by
Danny Beaton Turtle Clan,

Mohawk Nation
www.dannybeaton.ca

We first met in Cape Croker
in 1990 during the Gathering of
Elders for Bedehbun; Tom Porter
was there, the late John Mohawk,
Jim Dumont, Albert Lightning, that
beautiful Mohawk woman with the
white hair, Ann Jock, Basil Johnston,
Leonora Keeshig, and so many more.
That was awesome and a beautiful
experience in the Cape. Wilmer
1s still here and he is over 86 years
old now. Wilmer is one of the few
who are left. I was born and raised
in Cape Croker. My mom 1s Delina
Keeshig, my dad is Orville Johnston.
My parents were born in Cape Croker
by the Georgian Bay. They were both
very active community people; they
wanted us to be raised on the reserve
because they wanted us to have that
sense of belonging and the sense of
ownership. My dad was a fisherman
but he also worked as a policeman, as
a peacckeeper, for about 20 years; he

was a war veteran and a professional
boxer. It helped with us, by teaching
his kids how to protect themselves.
Danny, I think one of the silver
threads to who I am and everything
I've been involved in is my past
growing up with the land and on the
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land. The healing that the land has
given us, growing up as children even
though there were bad experiences
too. We had the land, we were always
out in the water, we were always in the
bush which my dad believed was our
church, he really made our freedom

/ilmer,Nadjiwon

available to us. A lot of outings, a lot
of days in the bush using rocks for our
plates, catching crabs, going fishing,
riding home at night on a bed of
cedar boughs, the smell of the cedar I
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Post Secondary Preparation
Free Courses Available

In partnership with the United Mative Nations and Metis Nation of BC, the NEC
Native Education College is pleased to offer 3 courses totalling 5 weeks to
Aboriginal students who are preparing to enter post secondary education
programs. These courses will suit anyone needing to brush up on skills in
reading, writing or basic computers at our NEC Longhouse at 285 East 5
Avenue, Vancouver, BC

NEC NATIVE
EDUCATION
COLLEGE

Certificates & Diplomas:

Tuition, books and materials are FREE for these courses, but please register as
soon as possible for courses which will begin April 14, 2009.

= ENG 001 - English Writing: A comprehensive review and skill development
course in the language arts, with a focus on research papers, the Language
Proficiency Index and other test-taking skills and grammar. (2 weeks)

Aboriginal Adult Basic Education
Applied Business Technology
Northwest Coast Jewellery Arts
Family & Community Counselling
Early Childhood Education
Aboriginal Justice Studies
Aboriginal Land Stewardship
Aboriginal Tourism Operations
Aboriginal Resident Care

Trades Programs

ENG 002 - Academic Reading: Reading for special purposes, information
gathering and sorting are all skills needed by college students. This course
also develops understanding of vocabulary and technical terminology in the
humanities and sciences. (2 weeks)

COMPUTERS 001 - Introduction to Computers: A hands-on course which
provides skills upgrade in computer usage. In accordance with student
needs, this course covers general computer operations and file
management, wordprocessing skills, use of the internet for searching and
email. (1 week)

For further information please
Visit www.necvancouver.org
Or call the NEC Admissions
Department at 604.873.3772
Extension 328.

These 3 courses will run from Tuesday, April 14™ - May 20", 2009. Classes will
be held daily 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM (Monday - Friday). Depending on sufficient
enrollment, the courses will run again from May 25" to July 3™, 2009. To
register, please contact the NEC Learning Facilitators, Bernice or Krista at
604.873.3772, Ext. 369,

MEC Wative Education College
285 East 5" Avenue
Vancouver, BC V5T 1H2
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THOMPSON RIVERS gy UNIVERSITY

KAMLOOPS, BC

N Welcome to
Secwepemc Territory

Thompson Rivers University's main campus is located in Kamloops, BC

and in the heart of Secwepeme Traditional Territory.

TRU has one of the largest Aboriginal student populations among BC's
universities. This means TRU has developed services to welcome you and to
help make you feel at home.

TRU offers a wide selection of: certificates » diplomas » degrees

Choose from a wide selection * Teaching
of courses in: * Social Work
* First Nations Studies * Business

* Distance and
Online Delivery

* Environmental Studies
* Trades

APPLY NOW for FALL'09 » Get YOUR Information Package today!

For more information contact Joanne Brown,
»Tel: 250.852.7152 » Email: jobrown@tru.ca

www.tru.ca

It's Simple... (
@ Find a program/course in the Contact North

Access course guide or on our website at
www.contactnorth.ca

Register at a Contact North Access Centre

Access the program/course with our
technology from your community!
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remember that. Only to find out later
as I grew up it was one of our sacred
medicines. Then learning how to use
that medicine in different ways. We
had alot of apple trees, we would leave
in the morning go out and our parents
didn’t worry about us. We knew where
all the good apple trees were, we knew
where all the best spots to pick berries,
strawberries, raspberries, blackberries,
there was such a feeling of freedom, I
guess the spirit of freedom that I had,
that feeling I had as a child growing
up on a reserve was reality and is a
memory in the history of my people.
They took us fishing all the time, they
told us fishing stories all the time, how
every family used to go out every night
and there would be a hundred boats
out there, you could go out on the
dock and see the horizon at night,
was spectacular with our people out
there in their boats. Wilmer Nadjiwon
knows all the stories, he still tells them,
he still reminds me of the way it used
to be.

We had a healthy diet; I remember
the best dish I ever had was my
grandmother’s fish pie, it was a treat.
We always had the best fish soup, 1
remember the old people coming to
our house to eat fish heads. All parts
of our fish were a delicacy, when we
would get together the way we would
eat them fish was delicious, our people
made the feast look succulent the way
they ate it up. I learned a lot just sitting
with my people listening to the stories
of the reserves from the elders how
hard the struggles were.

I remember talking to a woman last
night about peeking downstairs when
I was young and seeing the men in
the kitchen late in the middle of the

morning and they would be cutting
up a deer because it was illegal to hunt
at times when we were hungry. The
government had programs to control
us and the animals. So we had to hunt
in secret, we had to cut up our deer
at night in secret so we wouldn’t be
caught by government agents. We
had to live in secret sometimes but it
was worth it, our food was delicious.
Times were tough but we could
always go hunting and fishing, we
never went hungry, people shared
food, there was always plenty. People
knew when others were having a hard
time so there was sharing and support
going on in the community. It’s not
there today.

I'was bornin 1955 and I have seen
how things have changed, there’s a lot
of brokenness. There’s a lot of healing
that needs to happen. Knowing how
sacred Cape Croker is to indigenous
people around the Great Lakes,
at one time it was a healing place.
There is a water spirit in Georgian
Bay, that’s why we make offerings
and do ceremonies. There were some
anthropologists who came here and
did some studies and told us Cape
Croker is over 3,000 years old and it
has been a gathering place for that
long. We as Ojibway and Chippewa
people need to establish a relationship
by making offerings to the spirit of
the water in a big way because of all
the abuse the water has seen. This
will help us in the future by working
hard for this relationship with Mother
Earth’s Blood. We need to take our
old songs that were sung and sing
them in a way that our ancestors will
hear them and help us to bring the
land back to the way it was and revive
the water to the way it was for our
ancestors. We need to heal the water

Cont on next page

JAVNEW NOW HIRING

No experience required

Excellent training provided
Opportunities for advancement
Daytime shifts available

At safeway, the possibilities are endless. It starts with an environment
where everyone's contributions matter, an excellent training program,
flexible work schedules and, of course, the best advancement opportunities.
Because it's not just about work, it's about working your way up.

Link Your Future to the Safeway Team.

Apply now at your local Safeway store.

Proud recipit nfﬁ'l
Top Employer for Cultural Diversity
Workplace Diversity Award for Business
The Canadian Immigrant Magazine, 2006 DIVERSEcity Community Resources Society, 2007 & 2008
Equal Opportunity Employer




Water Day
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so that the water can heal us. There
are signs today about how valid our
way of life was, how life giving our
culture was in a healing way. Our
songs worked in balance, in harmony,
in rhythm with the sacred elements.
We were in harmonious motion and
relationship with the universe for
thousands of years evolving with
the four seasons. I find that our
community are relationship people
and everything around us we have a
relationship with. The Earth, the Fire,
the Air that we breathe that carries
everything that is in energy that we
work with and Mother Earth’s Blood,
the Sacred water that we drink.

The Water is not like it used to
be, they are putting fish in the water
that are alien to the environment
and these alien fish are destroying
all the indigenous fish life. There are
toxins in the Bay, four feet high in
some places from fish farming. There
is a lot of waste being created now
from mismanagement; waste kills
everything; waste kills life. Christian
Island, Perry Island, Midland,
Penetanguishene, Cape Croker,
Wiki, that is our whole fishing area
and it has been for thousands of
years for all our Indian people and
all the nations of our people living
there, it is a biosphere. Our people
have been struggling hard to educate
Canada about the sacredness of the
Great Lakes, Georgian Bay and
Mother Earth ever since they brought
mailboxes to our communities and
Ontario Hydro started sending us all
these bills to pay up while we live on
our own territories. Ontario Hydro
has been sending us bills ever since
they came on to our land. How is

that right? No one is conscious of
our water at Ontario Hydro; there
1s no respect. We are surrounded by
water and now we are surrounded by
nuclear power plants, fish farms and
the Ontario Federation of Anglers
and Hunters, they are stalking fish in
Midland and Penetanguishene; the
toxins from the fertilizers are never
removed that is another impact on
the water. How effective are these
treatment plants, Danny, we are
watching activities going on which
are really criminal to life.

Our communities are boiling water
up north and you can see pollution
contamination in our creeks all over
our territories especially in the past
twenty years, when is it going to
stop?

Our people are trying to bring
awareness to the world but sometimes
the work goes slow and changes don’t
happen as fast as they should. We need
to work together because we don’t
have time anymore, because there is
so much to clean up from pollution.
That means if things aren’t cleaned
up our children will not have quality
water to drink.

Our songs will help the water. We
need to be singing more to the water.
We have proof that sounds help and
heal water which is something our
people had in songs. The vibration of
the music and song I connected to our
Creation Story, the Rattle represents
the first movement of the water, the
first beginning with sound and how
all things lined up and began to take
form. Our Ceremonies represent
the vibration of creation, the Drum
touches so many people and brings
us back to that first movement. It’s a
beautiful feeling just listening.

All My Relations.

business idea?

™

Program

Are you an Aboriginal person with a great

Turtle Island Entrepreneur Development
...designed for you!

Turtle island Entrepreneur Development Program™ is designed for
Aboriginal women and men with experience, expertise and/or
credentials in the area in which they wish to start a business. The
only holistic Aboriginal self-employment program of its kind in BC,
instruction is provided in a culturally appropriate environmentin a
central Vancouver location.
» Full time, in-class instruction — 16 weeks
« Professional business support — 32 weeks
Who should apply?
« First Nation, Métis & Inuit people, residing on or off reserve
« Nations, Bands & Organizations wanting to create economic
development opportunities, products or services while building
capacity in their Nation, Band or Organization
Are you eligible?
Contact your employment counselor or

CESOI5ACO

Tsleil-Waututh Nation Skills Development Centre — 604 924 4177
Turtle Island Indigenous Education Corporation
Tele: 778 988 5401/ 604 836 9201
www: web.mac.com/turtleislandeducate

Husky Energy

Aboriginal Education
Awards Program

Husky Energy's Aboriginal Education Awards are available to anyone of
Aboriginal ancestry in Canada, who possess suitable academic
qualifications, is in need of financial assistance and demonstrates a career
interest in the oil and gas industry. Individuals pursuing academic
upgrading at a secondary institution or post-secondary studies at a
community college, technical institute or university are eligible to apply.

One of Husky Energy's mandates is to foster Aboriginal business economic
development and employment of Aboriginal people. To support this
mandate, the Education Awards Program is tailored to assist Aboriginal
people in achieving success by pursuing an advanced education.

Bursaries will be awarded in the following categories:

Award Level
$3,000
$2,500
$1,000

Institution

University (maximum four years of funding)
Community or Technical College (maximum two years of funding)
Secondary School (maximum one year of funding)

Application forms are found on the Husky website www.huskyenergy.ca.
Applications must be completed and returned to Husky Energy by May 31
at 4:00 p.m.

Husky Energy Inc.

Aboriginal Affairs Department

707 - 8th Avenue S.W.

Box 6525 Station D

Calgary, AB T2P 3G7

Phone: (403) 750-1427

Fax: (403) 750-1666
aboriginal.affairs@huskyenergy.com

Take-the first step to help Aboriginal
children and youth journey back home.

Become a foster parent..

Please call Toll Free

1:866.291.7091

We can put you in
touch with an agency
near you.

prairie .ﬁzﬁ.ﬂ

www.fosterbe.ca
e
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Please join the Facebook Campaignh to Stop Dump Site 41
www.thepetitionsite.com/1/stop- dump-S|te =41

Target: Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty
and Environment Minister John Gerretsen

Sponsored by: Danny Beaton
(Turtle Clan, Mohawk Nation)

The Council of Canadians
Citizens Concerned for Safe Water
Green Party of Canada

Sierra Club of Canada

We the undersigned demand that the Ontario
Government reverse its decision granting permission
to drain water from the aquifer at Site 41 in Simcoe
County to allow for a landfill to be built on the site
for the following reasons:

1. Scientists have referred to the pristine artesian
aquifer in the area as one of the cleanest sources
of freshwater in the world, comparable to ancient
arctic ice. The water is so clean it can be used as a
benchmark for gauging the purity of other water
around the world.

2. There 1s widespread resistance to the proposed
dump site within the communities around the

aquifer. The citizens and First Nations of Simcoe
County are demanding that the County explore
other options to manage waste by implementing
waste reduction strategies, upgrading the 50 existing
landfills, and recycling recyclable products lying in
older landfills.

3. Several sources, including Environment
Canada, agree that Canada is on the brink of
a freshwater crisis. It is important that we make
the protection of freshwater sources -- not the
placement of new landfills -- our first priority.

4. All life drinks from the springs that will be
drained: beaver, bear, wolves, deer, fox, coyotes,
turkeys, eagles, ducks and many others. The
draining of the aquifer at Site 41 will affect the
Wye River and Wye Marsh -- an important bird
sanctuary in Ontario. Your government must assess
the impacts on the entire ecosystem of draining
this crucial water supply.

5. Building a dump site on a pristine aquifer
fundamentally contradicts your government’s
stated goal of moving Ontario “toward a zero-
waste future.”

6. The native peoples have not been
consulted about the development of a garbage
dump known as Site 41 in the territories of
Georgian Bay and the Ojibwe, Chippewa,
Metis, Wendat (Huron) and Mohawk Nations.

We are counting on you to make the right
decision. Put a stop to Dump Site 41!

Coalition launches

Facebook

BY DOUGLAS GLYNN

campaign

The campaign to stop Simcoe County’s landfill
Site 41 is going global on the Internet.

A coalition of environmentalists and social
Jjustice activists told a news conference at Queen’s
Park yesterday that they are launching a petition
on the Internet site Facebook calling on Premier
Dalton McGuinty and Environment Minister John
Gerretsen to halt the controversial dump.

Danny Beaton, a Mohawk environmentalist,
was joined by Elizabeth May, Green Party leader;
Maude Barlow, senior advisor on water to the
President of the UN General Assembly, and long-
time Site 41 opponent Steve Ogden in calling on
the government to stop the dump.

Simcoe North MPP Garfield Dunlop, who last
year introduced a Private Members’ bill in the
Legislature aimed at stopping Site 41, said in an
interview that he hopes people across Canada will
respond to this latest effort.

“I’ve said before that Site 41 is a mistake,” Dunlop
said. “The best thing would be for everybody to
save face; to drop this thing and move on.

“Hopefully this (Facebook) effort works and
the Premier and Environment Minister listen,”
he added.

Beaton, who with Steve Ogden, walked from
Tiny Township to Toronto in November to publicize
their concerns about the impact of a dump over
what has been described as a “pristine aquifer,”
told the news conference that proceeding with the
dump “is a form of eco-genocide.

“The aquifers and waters of Georgian Bay do
not belong to us,” Beaton said, “they belong to our
children. It is our responsibility as adults to protect
the water for them”

By failing to act in the public interest, the Liberal
government 1s “allowing the potential destruction
of one of most pristine water supplies in Ontario,”

he added.
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Barlow, who is also chair of the Council of
Canadians, said it i3 a myth that Canada has an
abundance of water resources. Twenty per cent of
the municipalities in Ontario experienced water
shortages last year.

May told reporters that the fedral government
has failed to consult with aboriginal people about
the impact of Site 41. She said the Department
of Fisheries and Oceans has failed to adequately
investigate its potential impact on McDonald
Creck.

“If the McGuinty government is serious about
protecting Ontario’s water and reducing waste, it
needs to revoke the (County’s) water taking permit
immediately,” she said.

Ogden said if the Ministry of the Environment
is serious about creating a zero waste society it can
prove it “by killing this dump site now.”

Beaton said support for the campaign is growing,
“We have the backing of the Sierra Club of
Canada, the Environmental Law Association and
the Ontario NDP.

Opposition to Site 41 has also spread beyond
Ontario.

The Montana-based Traditional Circle of Indian
Elders and Youth, a grassroots group of spiritual and
cultural leaders from throughout North America,
has also urged McGuinty to stop the landfill.

In a letter to McGuinty, Eric Noyes, the
organization’s executive director, called the premier
“to consider carefully the proposed action, which
puts at undue risk the precious waters that belong
not to you but to your children and their children’s
children.

“We protest in the most severe terms the proposed
Dump Site 41 and ask for your help to cease the
proposed action. If not, water will be contaminated
at the expense of our children, yours and mine
alike.”

Approval of landfill Site 41 was initially
sought by the North Simcoe Waste Management
Association (NSWMA), which included Midland,
Penetanguishene, the townships of Tay and Tiny,
Victoria Harbour and Port McNicoll.

The application was rejected by a Joint Board in
1989 after public hearings. As Ray Millar, former
community monitoring committee chair, said in a
letter to Gerretsen last year: “In November of 1989,
the Joint Board found that the EA (environmental
assessment) carried out by the proponent NSWMA)
was irredeemably deficient’, the site selection
process was non-existent’, site comparison flawed’
and the overall process was not logical, traceable
or replicable.”

The NSWMA reportedly appealed to the then
Liberal government of David Peterson.

In June of 1990, the Cabinet through an Order-
in-Council, rescinded the Joint Board decision and
directing a resumption of the hearings. Site 41 was
eventually approved.

At the time, the board chair, Robert Eisen, wrote,
in part: “I am unable to reconcile the Board’s
previous findings and my interpretation of the
OIC (Order-in-Council) in this regard. In the final
analysis, I must regard the OIC as an interim order,
the provisions of which nullify the Board’s earlier
criticisms’.”

In 1990, the County of Simcoe assumed the
responsibility for waste management.

Preliminary work at Site 41 began last year.
In December, the Ministry of the Environment
granted the county’s application for a permit to
take water.

A statement issued by Simcoe County after the
permit was approved said it expects construction
will be complete by autumn 2009, allowing the site
to be fully operational by the end of next year.



